We claim: . 

1 . A method of repricing a reimbursement claim under at least one contract 

comprising: 



converting each contract into a 
code, each term, of the plurality of terms, 



codes and at least two priority notes, and arrarjging the plurality of terms, of said contract, 
into a sequential series of terms; 



converting the reimbursement c 



plurality of terms and a contract identifier 
ontaining qualification codes, calculation 



aim into a series of claim lines, each claim 



line containing a claim code, a unit number ani a corresponding charge; 

sequentially comparing each claim code, of the series of claim lines, 
against each qualification code, of the plurality of terms and when a claim code, of a 
claim line, is substantially equal to a qualification code, of a term, identifying said term 
as a matching term associated to said claim lin 

determining any priority conditions associated to all of the matching 
terms, and eliminating any matching terms that are excluded by said priority conditions; 
and 

determining a reimbursement £ mount for the claim by processing the 
calculation codes of the non-eliminated matchir g terms. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein tl xe priority conditions include: 

categorizing the terms, of the se juential series of terms, into pre-defined 
sections, wherein the pre-defined sections have a hierarchy that lists a pre-defined section 
having priority over another pre-defined section srior to said other pre-defined section. 



3. The method of claim 2 wherein the priority conditions further include: 

arranging the terms, within each pre-defined section, by a reverse 
hierarchy, which sequential lists a term, having priority over another term, subsequent to 
said other term. 
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4. 

includes: 



The method of claim 3 whereir the step of sequentially comparing further 



when a claim code, of a claim 



ine, is substantially equal to a qualification 



code of a term, identifying the pre-defined section in which the term is categorized under 
as a governing pre-defined section for said claim line; 

sequentially comparing the clain code of said claim line, only against the 
qualification codes, of each term categorized under said governing pre-defined section; 
and 

when the claim code of said claim line is substantially equal to a 



qualification code, of a term categorized 



iinder said governing pre-defined section, 



identifying said term as a matching term asso uated to said claim line 



5. The method of claim 4 whereib the step of determining the reimbursement 

amount includes: 

determining a reimbursement 
non-eliminated matching term; and 

adding the reimbursement o\ 
reimbursement amount for the claim is the addition < 



charge for each claim line associated to a 

harges for said claim lines, whereby the 
of the reimbursement charges. 



6. The method of claim 5 wherein when a priority note, of a non-eliminated 

matching term, indicates that the calculation codes, of said non-eliminated matching 
term, apply to the entire claim, making the reimbursement amount for the claim equal to 



the reimbursement charge for the claim line 
term. 



associated to said non-eliminated matching 



7. The method of claim 6 whereir i 

codes, of said term, apply to the reimburse 
including: 

determining the reimbursement 
when the qualifications of sa: 
reimbursement amount based upon the calculation codes of said term. 



when a term, indicates that the calculation 
amount of the claim, the method further 

amount of said claim; and 
d term are satisfied, re-calculating the 
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8. 



/l/e 



The method of claim 7 wherein the step of converting the claim further 



includes the step of associating the claim to 



9. 



The method of claim 8 
comparing the claim identi 
each contract, and when the claim 
identifier code, of a contract, identifying 
the repricing of said claim is repriced only 



a claim identifier code. 



further including: 

ier code, against the contract identifier code, of 
identifier code is substantially equal to a contract 
said contract as a governing contract, wherein 
against said governing contract. 



10. The method of claim 9 wherein the step of repricing the claim against said 

governing contract further includes: 

;ire identified as governing contracts, repricing 
said claim against each governing contract creating a list of governing reimbursement 
amounts. 



1 1 . The method of claim 10 further 

determining a lowest governing 
governing reimbursement amounts, wherein 
is the reimbursement amount of said claim 



comprising: 

reimbursement amount, of the list of 
the lowest governing reimbursement amount 



12. A method of repricing at least one reimbursement claim, for medical 

services, under at least one contract comprising: 

inputting into a platform, each contract, of the at least one contract, each 
contract containing a contract identifier cocte and a series of contractual terms, each 
contractual term being defined by qualification codes, calculation codes and at least one 
priority note; 

inputting into a platform, each claim, of the at least one claim, each claim 
containing a second identifier code and a series of claim lines, wherein each claim line 
being defined by a claim code, a unit number ai^d a corresponding charge; 
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requesting a platform to rdbrice a claim, of the at least one claim, by 
determining a reimbursement amount for sj id claim; and 

requesting a platform to display the reimbursement amount for said 

repriced claim. 



13. The method of claim 12 wherein the step of determining a reimbursement 

amount includes: 

comparing each claim code, of the claim, against each qualification code, 
of each contractual term, of a contract; 

when a qualification code, j)f a contractual term, is satisfied by a claim 
code, of a claim line, identifying said contractual term as a matching contractual term 



associated to said claim line, and creating a 



that are excluded by said priority condition; 



non-eliminated matching term, and addin; 



list of all matching contractual terms; 



determining any priority corditions associated to the matching contractual 
terms, and eliminating any matching contractual terms, from said list of matching terms 



; and 



determining a reimbursemei X charge for each claim line associated to a 



the reimbursement charges for said claim 



lines, wherein the reimbursement amount for the claim is the addition of said 
reimbursement charges. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherdkn the priority conditions further includes: 

categorizing the contractual Iterms, of each contract, into a set of 
sequentially listed pre-defined sections, wherein the pre-defined sections have a hierarchy 
that lists a pre-defined section, having priority over another pre-defined section, before 
said other pre-defined section. 



15. The method of claim 14 wherein the priority conditions further includes: 

arranging the contractual terms, categorized in each pre-defined section, in 
a reverse hierarchy, wherein a contractual term having priority over another contractual 
term is listed subsequent said other contractual tern. 
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16. The method of claim 14 wherein the step of comparing each claim code 
against each qualification code includes: 

when the claim further contains a claim priority condition, comparing each 
claim code only against qualification codes,! of contractual terms listed in pre-defined 
sections that satisfy the claim priority condition. 

17. The method of claim 16 wher sin the priority conditions include a claim 
priority condition which eliminates any match ng contractual terms that is listed in a pre- 
defined section that is excluded by the claim priority condition. 



18. The method of claim 17 wherein 

to a matching contractual term indicates that 
entire claim, eliminating all other matching 



when one of the priority notes associated 
slaid matching contractual term reprices the 
contractual terms. 



19. The method of claim 18 

the priority notes associated to each 
section. 



wherein the reverse hierarchy is determined by 
contractual term, categorized in a pre-defined 



the step of repricing further includes: 



20. The method of claim 13 wherein 

comparing the claim identifier c6de against the contract identifier code, of 
each contract, wherein when the claim identifier code is substantially equal to a contract 
identifier code, of a contract, identifying said contract as a governing contract; and 

determining a reimbursement 
governing contract. 



lount of the claim only against the 



21. 



The method of claim 20 whereinlthe step determining a reimbursement 



amount for the claim against the governing contract includes: 

when at least two contracts are identified as governing contracts, repricing 
said claim against each governing contract creating a list of governing reimbursement 
amounts, wherein the reimbursement amount of \ said claim is the lowest governing 
reimbursement amount. 
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22. 



The method of claim 21 further 
storing the reimbursement 



repriced claim. 



including: 

amount of a claim and storing said claim as a 



23. The method of claim 22 v therein prior to determining the reimbursement 

amount for a claim the method including 

comparing the claim identifier code, of said claim, against the claim 
identifier codes, of all stored repriced cla ms; 

when the claim identifier code, of said claim is substantially equal to the 
claim identifier codes, of a stored repriced claim, creating a bundled claim having the 
combined claim lines of the claim lines of said claim with the claim lines of said repriced 
claim; 

determining the reimburse ment amount of the bundled claim, instead of 
determining the reimbursement amount oi said claim; and 

rewriting the reimbursement amount of the stored repriced claim with the 
reimbursement amount of the bundled claim and rewriting the stored claim with the 
bundled claim. 



24. 



An article of manufacture comprising 



a computer usable medii 



having computer readable program code 
embodied therein for repricing a reimbursement claim against at least one contract, said 
claim containing a claim identifier, a plurality of claim lines and a total charge, said 
contract containing a contract identifier and a plurality of contractual terms, the computer 
readable program code means in the article or manufacture comprising: 

computer readable program Icode means for causing a computer to 
generate a rate sheet which represents a contract, of the at least one 
contract, the rate sheet! containing one or more rate terms that 
represent the contractual terms of said contract, and containing a 
rate identifier code that \epresents the contract identifier of said 
contract; 
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25. 



computer readable program code means for causing a computer to 
generate the claim, the claim having a claim identifier codes and a 
series of claim lines , each claim line including a claim code, a unit 
number and a code charge; 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to reprice 
the claim against a rate sheet, and to generate and assign a 
reimbursement amount to said repriced claim; and 

computer readable progran code means for causing a computer to 
graphically display the reimbursement amount of the repriced 
claim, and a difference between the total charge of the claim and 
the reimbursement * mount of the repriced claim. 



The article of manufacture 



of claim 24, wherein the computer readable 



program code means for causing a computer to generate a rate sheet further includes: 

computer readable program code means for causing a computer to assign 
qualification codes, calculation codes and at least one priority note 
to each rate term, ar(d to arrange said rate terms into a sequential 
series of terms. 



26. 



The article of manufacture of claim 25, wherein the computer readable 



program code means for causing a computer to generate a rate sheet further includes: 

computer readable program I code means for causing a computer to 
graphically convey the rate sheet by displaying the sequential 
series of terms in an English language representation. 



27. The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the computer readable 

program code means for causing a computer to generate a rate sheet further includes: 

computer readable program code^means to generate and display each rate 
term as a English language paragraph with a series of data entry 
panels interspersed in tlL paragraph, the data entry panels 
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prompting a user tol define the calculation codes, qualification 
codes and priority codes for each rate term. 

28. The article of manufacture on claim 27, wherein the computer readable 
program code means for repricing the claim against a rate sheet further includes: 

computer readable program I code means causing a computer to 
sequentially compare each claim code, included in the series of 
claim lines, against each qualification code, of each rate term; and 

when a claim code, of a claim lina is substantially equal to a qualification 
code, of a rate term, the computer readable program code means 
causing a computer to idertify said rate term as a matching rate 
term associated to said claim line; 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to determine 
any priority conditions assoc iated to the matching rate terms and to 
eliminate any matching rate terms that are excluded by said 
priority conditions defining a series of remaining matching rate 
terms; and 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to compute 
the reimbursement amount! from the calculation codes of the 
remaining matching rate terms. 

29. The article of manufacture of claim! 28, wherein the computer readable 
program code means for causing a computer to generate a rate sheet further includes: 

computer readable program code means to categorize the rate terms, of the 
rate sheet, in pre-defined sections, the pre-defined sections have a 
hierarchy sequence that assigns priority conditions to the rate terms 
categorized therein. 



30. 



The article of manufacture of claim 29, v wherein the article of manufacture 



further includes: 
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computer readable program code means causing a computer to assign 
priority conditions to the priority codes of the rate terms 
categorized within one of the pre-defined sections, said priority 
conditions defining a pr ority sequence of said rate terms. 



31. The article of manufacture of 

program code means for causing a computer 
further includes: 

when a claim code, of a claim line, is substantially equal to a qualification 



code, of a rate term, the computer readable p 



identify the pre-defined section in which the nte term is categorized under as a governing 
pre-defined section for said claim line; 



claim 30, wherein the computer readable 
to sequentially compare each claim code 



ogram code means causing a computer to 



code means causing a computer to 
claim line, against only the qualification 



computer readable program 
sequentially compare the claim code of said 
codes, of each rate term categorized under said governing pre-defined section; and 

when the claim code of sail claim line is substantially equal to a 
qualification code, of a term categorized under said governing pre-defined section, the 
computer readable program code means cau sing a computer to identify said term as a 
matching term associated to said claim line. 

32. The article of manufacture of cjlaim 31, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program colde means causing a computer to compare 
the claim identifier against the rate identifier code and to identify a 
rate sheet as a governing rate sheet which has a rate identifier code 
substantially equal to thelclaim identifier; and 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to reprice the 
claim only against a governing rate sheet. 



33. The article of manufacture of clai^i 32, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 
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when at least two rate sheets are identified as governing rate sheets, 
computer readable program code means causing a computer to 
reprice the claim against each governing rate sheet and to create a 
list of governing reimbursement amounts. 

34. The article of manufacture of cjaim 33, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program codje means causing a computer to receive an 
input from an user to direct the computer to assign either the 
highest or lowest governing reimbursement amount, from the list 
of governing reimbursement amounts, as the reimbursement 
amount of the repriced claim. 



35. The article of manufacture of claim 34, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program code ineans for causing a computer to store in 
a repriced claim storage location a repriced claim along with the 
reimbursement amount of laid repriced claim, said repriced claim 



includes the claim identifie 
repriced claim. 



code and claim lines associated to said 



35, wherein the article of manufacture 



36. The article of manufacture of ck 

further includes: 

computer readable program code I means for causing a computer to 
compare the claim identifier! code, of a claim, against the claim 
identifier code, of each repriced claim, stored in the repriced claim 
storage location; 

when the claim identifier code, of saiil claim, is substantially equal to the 
claim identifier code, of a repriced claim, the computer readable 
program code means causing la computer to combine the claim 
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lines of said claim with the claim lines of said repriced claim to 
create a bundled claim; and 
computer readable program code means for causing a computer to reprice 
the bundled claim and revyrite said repriced claim with the repriced 
bundled claim. 

37. The article of manufacture of claim 36, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program cod s 

rate sheet storage location 

codes and priority codes 



means causing a computer to store in a 
the calculation codes, qualification 
Of a rate sheet. 



lain 37, 



wherein the article of manufacture 



38. The article of manufacture of clai] 
further includes: 1 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to store in a 
claim storage location the c laim lines of a claim. 

39. The article of manufacture of clain 38, wherein the article of manufacture 
further includes: 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to store in an 
identifier storage location a plurality of identifier codes 
substantially equal to the rate identifier codes, of each rate sheet, 
and the claim identifier codes, of each claim; and 

computer readable program code m sans causing a computer to logically 
link each claim having a clai rn identifier code and each rate sheet 
having a rate identifier code that are substantially equal to a single 
identifier code, of the plurality of identifier codes; and 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to receive 
inputs from a user, said inputs to cause the computer to access the 
identifier storage location and to change an identifier code, of the 
plurality of identifier codes, Whereby each claim and each rate 



10 



15 S| 

: s 



20 111 



25 



30 



40. 



sheet logically linked to Jaid identifier code is automatically 
changed. 

A method for repricing a reimbursement claim against under at least one 
contract, (1) each claim containing at least one c aim line, each claim line being defined 
by claim codes, a unit number and a corresponding charge, and (2) each contract 
containing at least one contractual term, each contractual term being defined by 
qualification codes, calculation codes, the method for repricing comprising: 

comparing each claim code, of tl^e claim, against each qualification code, 
of each contractual term, of a contract; 



when a qualification code, of a 



code, of a claim line, identifying said contraclual term as a matching contractual term 



bontractual term, is satisfied by a claim 



>f all matching contractual terms; 

ns associated to the matching contractual 



associated to said claim line, and creating a list 

determining any priority conditi< 
terms, and eliminating any matching contractual terms, from said list of matching terms 
that are excluded by said priority conditions; and 

determining a reimbursement charge for each claim line associated to a 
non-eliminated matching term, and adding tie reimbursement charges for said claim 
lines, wherein the reimbursement amount for the claim is the addition of said 
reimbursement charges. 



4 1 . The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

storing each contract on a network contract storage location, the network 
storage location containing a plurality of contract sets, each contract set associated to a 
set identifier, each contract further including a contract identifier and a set identifier, 
wherein each contract containing a set identifier substantially equal to a set identifier of a 
contract set, is stored within said contract set; I 

identifying each claim with a set identifier and a claim identifier; 

comparing the set identifier of a claim against the set identifier, of each 
contract set, when the set identifier of a claim is substantially equal to the set identifier of 
a contract set, identifying said contract set as a governing contract set; 
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ofs 



comparing the claim identifier 
of each contract, stored within said governing 
of said claim is substantially equal to the 
said governing contract set, identifying said 

determining the reimbursement 
governing contract. 



said claim against the contract identifiers 
contract set, and when the claim identifier 
conltract identifier of a contract, stored within 
contract as a governing contract; and 

amount of said claim only against said 



42. The method of claim 41 wherein 

categorizing the contractual erms, of each contract, into a set of 
sequentially listed pre-defined sections, where: n the pre-defined sections have a hierarchy 
that lists a pre-defined section, having priority over other pre-defined sections, before 
said other pre-defined sections. 



the priority conditions further includes: 



43. 



The method of claim 42 wherein 
arranging the contractual terms 
a reverse hierarchy, wherein a contractual 
terms is listed subsequent said other contractual 



the priority conditions further includes: 
categorized in each pre-defined section, in 
having priority over other contractual 
terms. 



term 



claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
to sequentially compare each claim code 



44. The article of manufacture of 

program code means for causing a computer 
further includes: 

when a claim code, of a claim line, is substantially equal to a qualification 
code, of a contractual term, the computer readable program code means causing a 
computer to identify the pre-defined section in |vhich the contractual term is categorized 
under as a governing pre-defined section for saidi claim line; 

computer readable program code means causing a computer to 
sequentially compare the claim code of said claim line, against only the qualification 
codes, of each contractual term categorized underpaid governing pre-defined section; and 
when the claim code of said claim line is substantially equal to a 



qualification code, of a term categorized under s^id governing pre-defined section, the 



• 



computer readable program code means clausing a computer to identify said contractual 
term as a matching contractual term associated to said claim line. 



45. The method of claim 44 

priority condition which eliminates any 
defined section that is excluded by the 



wherein the priority conditions include a claim 
matching contractual terms that is listed in a pre- 
clkim priority condition. 



46. The method of claim 45 v 

to a matching contractual term indicates 
entire claim, eliminating all other mi 



47. The method of claim 46 

the priority notes associated to each 
section. 
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lerein when one of the priority notes associated 
that said matching contractual term reprices the 
atchihg contractual terms. 



therein the reverse hierarchy is determined by 
contractual term, categorized in a pre-defined 



The method of claim 47 wherein the step of repricing further includes: 
comparing the claim identifier code against the contract identifier code, of 
each contract, wherein when the claim identifier code is substantially equal to a contract 
identifier code, of a contract, identifying said contract as a governing contract; and 

determining a reimbursement amount of the claim only against the 
governing contract. 



49. The method of claim 48 whbrein the step determining a reimbursement 

amount for the claim against the governing contract includes: 

when at least two contracts ara identified as governing contracts, repricing 
said claim against each governing contract creating a list of governing reimbursement 
amounts, wherein the reimbursement amoui\t of said claim is the lowest governing 
reimbursement amount. 



50. 



The method of claim 49 further including: 



# 



storing the reimbursement amount of a claim and storing said claim as a 



repriced claim. 



51. The method of claim 50 wherein prior to determining the reimbursement 

amount for a claim the method including: \ 



comparing the claim identifier 
identifier codes, of all stored repriced claims; 

when the claim identifier code, o 



code, of said claim, against the claim 



f said claim is substantially equal to the 
claim identifier codes, of a stored repriced claim, combining the claim lines of said claim 
with the claim line of said repriced claim creatin i a bundled claim; 

determining the reimbursement j mount of the bundled claim, instead of 
determining the reimbursement amount of said claim; and 

rewriting the reimbursement amcunt of the stored repriced claim with the 
reimbursement amount of the bundled claim $nd rewriting the stored claim with the 
bundled claim. 



52. The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

tracking the priority conditions associated to the non-eliminated matching 

terms; and 

displaying said priority conditions Along with the reimbursement charge of 
the claim lines associated with said non-eliminateq matching terms. 



53. An article of manufacture comprising 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code 
embodied therein for configuring a contract, containing contractual terms, for repricing a 
reimbursement claim, the computer readable projjram code means in the article of 
manufacture comprising: 

computer readable program code neans for causing a computer to 
generate a rate sheet representing the contractual terms of said 
contract, the rate sheet containing identifier codes, and one or more 
rate terms; 



• 



computer readable program coc e means for causing a computer to arrange 

the rate terms in a sequential series of terms; and 
computer readable program code means for graphically conveying the rate 



sheet by displaying the 
language representation 



sequential series of terms in an English 



54. The article of manufacture of claim 53, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program code means to generate and display each rate 
term as a English language paragraph with a series of data entry 
panels interspersed in the paragraph, the data entry panels 
prompting a user to defiie calculation codes, qualification codes 
and priority codes for eac 1 rate term. 



55. The article of manufacture of cla: 

further includes: 

computer readable program code 



m 54, wherein the article of manufacture 



means to categorize the rate terms, of the 
rate sheet, in pre-defined s ections, wherein the pre-defined sections 
have a pre-defined hierarc ry sequence that assigns a priority to the 
rate terms categorized therein when repricing a claim. 

56. The article of manufacture of cliim 55, wherein the English language 

paragraph describes the qualification and calculation of the rate term when repricing a 
medical reimbursement claim. 



57. . The article of manufacture of claim 56, wherein the priority codes define a 

priority, sequence to the rate terms within a predefined section, of said pre-defined 
sections. 
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58. The article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable progr; 



of claim 57, wherein the article of manufacture 



code means to permit a user to edit the 
calculation codes, qualification codes and priority codes of a rate 
term of the rate sheet) 

59. The article of manufacture ofjclaim 58, wherein the article of manufacture 

further includes: 

computer readable program cbde means to store a rate sheet, in a data 
center containing a plurality of networks, each network containing 
a plurality of rate sheets! similarly configured; and 
when the identifier codes of a ^ate sheet identifier a specific network, of 
the plurality of networkfe, the computer readable program code 
means stores said rate sheet in the specific network. 
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